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??? Living in the Global Community
as Japanese
07C8131 Megumi NONOYAMA
Today we are living in the global society and
some people are actively engaging the international
community. My aunt, too. She’s working as a
lawyer in America.
When I was young, I sometimes played with
cousins, speaking only English. Because my aunt
married to American, my cousins can’t speak
Japanese. Thus I sometimes couldn’t communicate
with them. The language barrier was impeding our
communication. Such an experience made me aspire
to communicate smoothly with people in English.
In my high school, I had an opportunity to
study in Australia. In Australia, I almost enjoyed
my stay, but I also felt there was still a language
barrier. All classes were conducted in English. I
couldn’t understand what teacher said. Moreover, I
was shocked by the fact that I didn’t know
anything about Japan, though I am Japanese and
grew up in Japan. For example, I had a chance to
learn memories of World War ?in Australia. I met
a retired soldier and talked with him. He had fight
against Japan. He strictly said to me, “During the
war, I hated Japan. Japanese troops killed my
friends. You aren’t wrong, but you have a
responsibility for what Japan did.” I couldn’t reply
to him because I was totally ignorant about the
war. Finally, he said to me, “Your responsibility is
knowing pasts, and that will promise us a brilliant
future. Good luck to your future.” As he said, we
have a negative legacy of the World War ? that
many Japanese pretend not to see. But I think we
must face this fact. What is needed is a proper
understanding of this negative legacy and accepting
it. I think these efforts will help us understand who
??
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we are, that is, our national identity. And through
such an identity, we can express ourselves to
foreign people, I think.
Thus, during my stay in Australia, I found
that not only an acquisition of foreign languages
but also such a national identity is essential for
living in the global community. Then, I have
strongly desired to be a member of the global
community as Japanese.
Now I am majoring in modern Chinese
studies and also learning English at university. I
believe these languages will enable me to
communicate with many people.
However, as I learned in Australia, learning
languages is not enough to be a world citizen.
Then, I want to learn Japanese and world history
as well as foreign languages. I want to introduce
Japan to foreign people anytime and anywhere and
I want foreign people to know a genuine Japan.
And I hope such an approach will be a stepping
stone to engage the global community. To be a
world citizen, I want to study hard and broaden my
knowledge about the world in the years to come.
Thank you.
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